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GM Policy: Tattoo Removal  

GM Ref: GM067 Current version: 3.1 (20 May 2020) 

GM EUR Team: 0161 290 4901 / gm.eur@nhs.net 

Policy exclusions (Alternative commissioning arrangements apply) 

Treatment/procedures undertaken as part of an externally funded trial or as a part of locally agreed 
contracts / or pathways of care are excluded from this policy, i.e. locally agreed pathways take precedent 
over this policy (the EUR Team should be informed of any local pathway for this exclusion to take effect). 

Policy inclusion criteria 

The NHS does not routinely commission tattoo removal, unless there are clinically exceptional 
circumstances. 
 
Tattoo removal is not routinely commissioned for aesthetic purposes.   
 
“Tattoo removal will be considered where there is evidence that:  

 The dye has caused a significant allergic reaction and/or infection. AND  

 All alternative treatments to manage the allergic reaction and/or infection have failed.  
 
OR where one or more of the following apply 

 Where the tattoo is the result of trauma, inflicted against the patient’s will (“rape tattoo”) 

 The patient was not Gillick competent, and therefore not responsible for their actions, at the time of 
the tattooing. 

 The patient has disfiguring “tribal” or similar tattoos which now either place the individual at risk of 
violence or act as an unpleasant reminder of a difficult past particularly those that are distinctive 
facial tattoos. 

 Tattoos inflicted under duress during adolescence or disturbed periods where it is considered that 
psychological rehabilitation, break up of family units or prolonged unemployment could be avoided, 
given the treatment opportunity. NOTE: Requests will be considered only where the tattoo causes 
marked limitations of psycho-social function. 

 

Funding Mechanism 

Individual prior approval provided the patient meets the above criteria. Requests must be submitted with 
all relevant supporting evidence. NOTE: Non-identifiable photographs, preferably medical illustrations if 
available, will be requested, to support the decision-making process, but will not form the sole basis of 
the decision.  It is not mandatory for photographs to be provided by a patient.   
 
Clinicians can submit an individual funding request outside of this guidance if they feel there is a good 
case for clinical exceptionality.  Requests must be submitted with all relevant supporting evidence. 

 

Clinical Exceptionality: Clinicians can submit an Individual Funding Request (IFR) outside of this 
guidance if they feel there is a good case for exceptionality.  More 
information on determining clinical exceptionality can be found in the Greater 
Manchester (GM) Effective Use of Resources (EUR) Operational Policy.  
Link to GM EUR Operational Policy 

Best Practice Guidelines: All providers are expected to follow best practice guidelines (where available) 
in the management of these conditions. 

Funding request form: Tattoo Removal 
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